ENGLISH l HONORS
Dear English It Honors Students,

Welcome to the English il Honors Program. This year we will be studying a
variety of American Literature selections. We will begin the 2015-2016 school year with
a summer reading of Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. You are also required to read two
short stories, “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut and “The Children’s Story” by
james Clavell. Please come to the first class having read the novel, both stories, and
having completed the assignments. The assignments will be collected, graded, and will
be calculated as part of the first marking period grade.

THE ASSIGNMENT:
» Read Fahrenheit 451,

The novel is divided into three sections. Please complete the assignments as
directed:

v" Asyou read, answer the Required Questions for All Readings (see below)
for Part One, Part Two, and Part Three. You will answer the same three
questions for each section. Please type your answers.

v" Asyou read and immediately after completing the reading of Part One,
“The Hearth and the Salamander,” complete the handouts entitled
“Montag Revealed,” “Alter Egos,” and “Promises, Promises.”

v" Asyou read, and immediately after completing the reading of Part Two,
“The Sieve and the Sand,” complete handouts entitled “What Are Books
For?” and “Videots.”

v" After you have completed the entire novel, answer the One Page
Response Topic. Please type your answer. Double space please.

» Read “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut.

v" Answer the Required Questions for All Readings. Please type your
answers. :

v" This is your copy of the story; if you would like to annotate {mark the
copy) as you read, please feel free to do so.







“Montag Revealed

Directions: Read the following quotations from Fahrenheit 451. After each quotation write what you
think has been revealed about the character of Montag. Bring findings together in a composite
staternent.

Example: “in sitence, hers thoughtful, his a kind of clenching . .. silence in which he shot her accusing
glances.”

If his silence is clenching he is tense and angry and blaming il on her.

1. "with the brass nozzle in his fists . . . his hands were the bands of

some amazing conductor bringing down the tatters and charcoal
Tuins of history.”

- ", .. grinned the fierce grin of all men singed and drven back by
flame . . . it never went away, as long as he remernbered.”

. “. . . that other self, the subconscious idiot that ran babbling at
times, quite independent of will, habit and conscience.”

. “He [elt his smile slide away, melt, fold over and down on itself like
a candie now blown out.”

5. "He wore his happiness like a mask and the girl had mun off . . . with
the mask and there was no way of . . . asking for it back.”

. "With the feeling of a man who will die in the next hour for lack of
air. he felt his way to his open. separate, therefore cold bed.”




Fahrenheit 451
Lesson 2
Handout 5
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Promises, Promises

Fahrenheit 451 presents a culture in which Fire Captain Beatty contends that the purveyors of
the mass culture, the firemen, have the right to keep people happy. Happiness means getting
rid of books. Books offend. Books confuse. Books make people think and become depressed.

Take a close look at TV and magazines and examine our own mass culture and its happiness
promises. View at least two hours of television and record the images and implied or explicit
promises of the products or entertainment, i.e. CDs, concerts, upcoming programming, etc.
Look at magazines and find examples of happiness in the advertising or featured articles.







Videots

Directions:
1. The following quotations are opinions expressed by

Jerzy Koszinskd, author of The Painted Bird
and Being There, who feels as strongly as Bradbi

ry that reading is an essential part of everyone's

Asyouread, if an example from your own experience occurs toyou, jot down a note or two to record
it. Try to find examples for at least two of the quotations,

2. Use these quotations as a basis for a baper i which you will agree or disagree with Koszinski's
and Bradbury’s assessment of the effect of television on its viewer,

1. Childrenhave always fmitated adults, but “T'V babies™ ruimic TV and

behave with patterns they learmned from TV and not their own moods
or real role models.

2. TV, unlike a novel, takes the initiative and says, be passive, I'll do
the moving, talking and acting, you be a spectator to life,

3. Unlike reading, TV isolates the viewer and gives no time for reflec-
tion,

4. A novel becornes concrete through a reader's imagination and
memory--his inner process; because it is totally free, it gives unex-
pected, unchanneleq insights.

5. Studentsin anexperiment watched their teacher being attacked. At
the same time, it was filmed on two TV screens clearly visible to stu-
dents. Most students did not look at the incident, which they believe
was real, but watched TV because they could “see it better,” None
came to the aid of the teacher.

6. By filming a brutal physical struggle from a variety of viewpoints,
the careras transformed a human conilict into an aesthetic hap-
pening distancing the audience and allowing them an alternative to
moral judgement and involvement.







Fahrenheit 451

One Page Response Topic

In what ways is Ecclesiastes (3:1-8) an appropriate quote for the end of the novel?

Please type your answer. Be sure to limit your response to one page.

Ecclesiastes (3:1—8)
from THE KING JAMES BIBLE

Countless gencrations of writers in many countrics have been in.
spired and influcnced by the Bible, Many great works of literature
are elaborations or reinterpretations of biblical storics, Morcover, the
style and rhythm of biblical writing have Icft a strong imprint on
language. The rolling cadences of the English translation of the
Bible known as the King James Version (first publishied in 1611 ) were
censtantly echocd in English prose, and are still heard today in
speeches—particularly sermons. ‘The biblical use of balanced sen.
tences, thetorical repetition, and metaphorical language has also been
widely imitated, '

The following selection from the King James Version was taken
from the Book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-8). Like other poems in the Bible,
it is unrhymed and nonmetrical, but strangly thythmic,

For every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under
heaven: )
A time to be born, and a time to dic;
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

A time to kill, 2nd a time to heal; .
A time to break down, and a time to build up; 5

Atimeto WcE:p, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance;

" A timc to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain frofh embracing;

A time to get, and a time to lose; ‘ 10
A time to keep, and a time to cast away;

A time to rend,® and a time to sew;
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

A timc to lave, and a time to hate;
A time of war, and a time of peace. 15

12; n:nsi: tear.
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The New Teacher waited, and the silence hung in the room,
hurting. then she said, "I think it's quite wrong for you to
have to say something with long words in it if you don't

understand what you're saying."

So the children sat down and waited expectantly.

"What did your other teacher tell you that it meant?”

After a long silence Danny put up his hand. "She never said
nothing, miss."

One of my teachers at the other school I went to before this
one,” Joan said in a rush, "well, she sort of said what it all
meant, at least she said some thing about it just before
recess one day and then the bell went and afterwards we had
spellin’.”

Danny said, "Miss Worden - well, she never told us. We just
hadta learn it and then say it, that's all. Our real teacher
didn't say anything at afl.” .

All the children nodded. Then they waited again.

"Your teacher never explained to you?" All the children
shook their heads.

"] don't think that was very good. Not to explain. You can
always ask me anything. That's what a real teacher should
do." Then the New Teacher said, "But didn't you ask your
daddies and momimies?" .

"Not about 'I pledge.' We just hadta learn it,” Mary said.

"Once I could say it, Daddy gave me a nickel for saying it
good."

"That's right,” Danny said. "So long as you could say it all, it
was very good. But I never got no nickel.”

"Did you ask each other what it meant?"

"] askt Danny once and he didn't know and none of knowed
really. It's grown-up talk, and grown-ups talk that sort of
words. We just havia learn it."

"The other sehools I went to,” Hilda said, "they never said
anything about it. They just wanted us to learn it. They
didn't ask us what it meant. We just hadta say it every day
before we started school.”

"It took me weeks and weeks and weeks to say it right,"”
Mary said.

So the New Teacher explained what allegiance meant. " ...so
you are promising or pledging support to the flag and saying
that it is much more important than YOU are. How can a
flag be more important than a real live person?"

Johnny broke the silence. "But the next thing is - well, where
it says 'and to the republic for which it stands.’ That means
it's like a, like a..." He searched for the word and could not
find it. "Like well, sort of a sign, isn't it?"

"Yes. The real word is a SYMBOL." The New Teacher
frowned. "But we don't need a sign to remind us that we love
our country, do we? You're all good boys and girls. Do you

need a sign to remind you?”
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Mary put up her hand. "Why do you wear those clothes?
Well, it's like a sort of uniform nurses wear."

"We think that teachers should be dressed the same. Then
you always know a teacher. It's nice and light and easy to
iron. Do you like the color?"

"Oh, yes," Mary said. "You've got green eyes too.

"If you like, children, as a very special surprise, you can all
have this sort of uniform. Then you won't have to worry
about what you have to wear to school every day. And you'll
all be the same."

The children twisted excitedly in their seats. Mary said, "But
it'll cost a lot, and my momma won't want to spend the
money 'cause we have to buy food and food is expen-- Well,
it sort of costs a lot of money."

"They will be given to you. As a present. There's no need to
worry about money."

Johnny said, "I don't want to be dressed like that."

"You don't have to accept a present, Johnny. Just because
the other children want to wear new clothes, you don't have

to," the new Teacher said.

Johnny slunk back in his chair. I'M NEVER GOING TO
WEAR THEIR CLOTHES, he said to himself. I DON'T
CARE IF I'M GOING TO LOOK DIFFERENT FROM
DANNY AND TOM AND FRED.

Then Mary asked, "Why was our teacher crying?”

"I suppose she was just tired and needed a rest. She's going
to have a long rest." She smiled at them. "We think teachers
should be young. I'm nineteen.”

"Is the war over now?" Danny asked.

"Yes, Danny, isn't that wonderful! Now all your daddies will

be home soon.”

"Did we win or did we lose?" Mary asked.
"We - that's you and I and all of us - WE won."

"Oh!"

The children sat back happily.

Then Johnny's hatred burst. "Where's my dad? What've you
done to my dad? Where's my dad?"

The New Teacher got up from her seat and walked the
length of the room and the children's eyes followed her, and
Johnny stood, knees of jelly. She sat down on his seat and
put her hands on his shoulders, and his shoulders were
shaking like his knees.

"He's going to a school. Some grown-ups have to go to
school as well as children.”

5

"But they took him away and he didn't want to go." Johnny
felt the tears close and he fought them back.
The New Teacher touched him gently, and he smelled the
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thirty. But only if you promise to go right to sleep
afterward."

The children all promised. They were very happy. Jenny said,
"But first we got to say our prayers. Before we go to sleep.”
The new Teacher smiled at her. "Of course. Perhaps we
should say a prayer now. In some schools that's a custom
too." She thought a moment and the faces watched her.
Then she said, "let's pray. But let's pray for something very
good. What should we pray for?"

"Bless Momma and Daddy."” Danny said immediately.
"That's a good idea, Danny. I have one. Let's pray for candy.
That's a good idea, isn't it?"

They all nodded happily.

So, following their New Teacher, they all closed their eyes
and steepled their hands together, and they prayed with her
for candy.

The New Teacher opened her eyes and looked around
disappointedly. "but where's our candy. God is all-seeing
and everywhere, and if we pray, He answers our prayers.
Isn't that true.?”

"I prayed for a puppy of my own lots of times, but I never
got one," Danny said.

"Maybe we didn't pray hard enough. Perhaps we should
kneel down like it' 8 done in church.

So the new Teacher knelt and all the children knelt and they
prayed very, very hard. But there was still no candy.

Because the New Teacher was disappointed, the children
were very disappointed. Then she said, "perhaps
6

we're using the wrong name." She thought a moment and
then said, "instead of saying 'God,’ let's say 'Our Leader.'
Let's pray to Our Leader for candy. Let's pray very hard and
don't open your eyes till I say.”

So the children shut their eyes tightly and prayed very hard,
and as they prayed, the New Teacher took out some candy
from her pocket and quietly put a piece on each child's desk.
She did not notice Johnny -- alone of all the children -
watching her through his half-closed eyes.

She went softly back to her desk and the prayer ended, and
the children opened their eyes and they stared at the candy
and they were overjoyed.

"I'm going to pray to Our Leader every time,"” Mary said
excitedly. .

"Me too," Hilda said. "Could we eat Our Leader's candy now,
teacher?"

"Oh, let's, please, please, please.”

"So Our Leader answered your prayers, didn't he?”

"T saw you put the candy on our desks!" Johnny burst out. "I
SAW YOU... I didn't close my eyes, and 1 saw you. You had
'em in your pocket. We didn't get them with praying. YOU
put them there."”

All the children, appalled, stared at him and then at their
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all men and all women were being taught with the same
faith, with variations of the same procedures. Fach
according to his age group. Each according to his need.

She glanced at her watch....

It was 9:23,.



HARRISON BERGERON

THE YEAR Was 2081, and everybody was finally equal. They
werew’t only equal before God and the law. They were
b equal every which way. Mobody was smarter than anmy-
body ¢lse. Nobody was better looking <than anybody else.
Nobody was stronger or quicker than anybody else. All
this equality was due to the 211th, 212th, and 213th
Amendments to the Constitution, and to the unceasing
vigilance of agents of the United States Handicapper Onb.
eral,
' Some things about living still werent quita right, though. .
April, for instance, stilt drove people crazy by not being
springtime. And it was in that clammy month that the H-G
men took George and Hazel Berperom's fourteen- wmﬂm.cE
son, Harrison, away. o
It was tragic, all right, but George and Hazel couldn’t
think ‘about it very hard. Hazel had a perfectly average -

Eﬁ:ﬁmﬂn@ ‘which meait she couldn’t think about anything - -

except i short bursts. And Georpe, while his intelligence -
was way mmuoqm normal, had a little mexital handicap radio. -
i . H& was required by law to wear it at all times,”
&Emh 10" a government gaﬂ mﬁQ ﬁs,mna«
seconds”or £0, .&n transmitter would send out some sharp .

noisé 'to keep _..acmm .H.H‘Mol@monwo b.oE _EnEm unfair ad-
vsitage of fheir brains. . . .. .- , .
.@a _.m%w?_ Hazel were ..f.wﬁEun ﬂmimmg. There were. . *
Eﬁ;on Hazel's n&anwr but she'd forgotten for the mo- = .
ment what they were about.” :

* On the television screen were ballerinas.

. A buzzer sounded. in George's head. His thoughts fled in
@EE..n. like bandits from a burglar alarm,

.



_ orge. He began. to

..mwocﬂEm .m_unoz.s&.mon. ho was now in’jail H

 50n, but 2 twenfy-one-gun salute in his-head maum..mm.uﬁm .
“Boy!" said Hazel, “that was a dooz¥, was :

L0 1t was such a doozy that George Was white and trem-

. bling, and tears stood on' the rims om his n@&..&&m..... H@n..om

e :Wnnro_.u i'd fall all-aparty”

P

“What would?” said George blankly.
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Getiéral, came into the studio with' a, doubleb
uge shotgun. She fired twice, and the Empe

piess were dead before they hit

il s _.wamﬂwmour. takin
show. the people the meaning of fle

()

o bacK"in with the beer, peused While a_
arfditap.siznal shookhim up, And then he sat down again. .

irip, il said.
MWhat about?” he said,
I forget,” she said. “Something real sad on television
W hat-wag it? he wald, o T e e
" *It’s all kind of mixed up in my mind,"” said Hazel, -

. ¥Forget sdd things,” said George. -
M always 'do,” sald Hazel, [ 0
L *That's"my girl,” said George.  He ‘winced. There was:

" the sound Of 2 rivetting gun in bis head. . . oo
7 “Gee~-I could tell that one was a doozy,” said Hazel.

S H.wamm.om..mum_ﬁa. B s W8 mUCh improve
SRR ARG Als L ﬁnﬁmmaﬂﬂﬂhﬂmu ened t S
- for: » while—Tistened  gravely,  as. though' ﬁwoﬁnﬁ_wm :

- their heartbeats with it . .

s Wm_pm_ﬂ.mvﬁnw.ﬁnﬁ weights to their toes;

oo Hanson. placed his- big hands on the: pi.pe
i ety : o oon B handy o the! girl’s
ey 1 somse the Weightlessaess. that wou

2 they mmﬁmwmhw..__b mbmﬁﬁoﬂoﬂom .__Quw m.ﬂn mn.w.nﬁ. ; ....__ MY ou can say that again,” mwm&..maoﬂw.o. - . L
- Not only were the laws of th s e R T S G eew? gaid Hazel, “1 could tell that one was a doogy.”
; ' land abapd R e T R L e T e e
Jr 1aw of gravity and the laws of motion ps well ..ohwn. a_.h.E..w.. Eo 1961y . - . .
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